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Oommunicatiorft pursuant to Article 96(2) EPC 

The examinatron of the above-icJentif ied application has revealed that It does not meet the requiremente 
of the European Patent Convention for the reasons enclosed herewith. If the deficiencies indicated are 
not rectified the application may be refused pursuant to Article 97(1) EPC, 

You are invited to file your obsen/ations and insofar as the deficiencies are such as to be rectifiable, to 
correct the indicated deficiencies within a period 

of 4 months 

from the notification of this communication, this period being computed in accordance with Rules 78(2) 
and 83(2) and (4) EPC. 

One set of amendments to the description, claims and drawings is to ba filed within the said period on 
separate sheets (Rule 36(1 ) EPC). 

Failure to comply with this invitation in due time wiH result in the application being deemed to be 
withdrawn (Article 96(3) EPC). 
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Bascheld/Protokoll (Aniaga) 

Anmolde-Nr.: ^-c 704,3 

Datum _ - f*c: •snHA She« Domanden*; — 

Daw 14-03--^^^^ payjiiQ rn::^ 

Date - — ^ ' — — ~* 



Description, pages: 

as onginally filed 

Claims, No.: 

^ g as originally Wed 

. ,ni D51 are referred to In Ihte communlcatten; the riumbering 
The tollo-»ing documer^ (D1-D5) are retenM 
,^1, be adhered to in the rest ot the preoedure- 

O,. US-A-4 ^ 185 (HIGUCH. NOBORU BT AU, 4 November 19B0 (1960-11- 
Vl^ ,ie 19S (H,<3UCH, NOBORU ^AU, 5 September 1978 (197^ 

OS: S-A-3 888 796 (NIGOL OLAF, 10 Oune 1975 (1975-06-10, 

1 Article 84 EPC: 

^ede.«.no,.heco.posn,o^.p.P^^^^^^^^^^ 

1 Is unclear since only two ranges ens ^^J^ material like 

not gb/en. This should be clarified. 
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SST 14.05.2004 if^. 2 /^vtrcj^flo.: 03 255 704.3 

Data j.'t.wj.^v.w Oefnandarf": 



2. Article 54 EPC: 



2.1 The semiconductive glaze compositions of D1 -D3 do not include flux compounds, 
whereas the compositions of D4-D5 include such flux compounds but vary in the 
glaze composition compared to the present application. Thus, the subject matter 
of claims 1-9 is considered to be novel. 



3. Article 56 EPC: 

The document D1 discloses (see table 1) a semiconductive glaze composition 
comprising a) base glaze with KNaO-MgO-CaO-AI203'Si02 and b) tin oxide and 
antimony oxide as conductivity imparting oxides for use as insulator coating. D1 is 
therefore considered to represent the closest prior art (similar arguments can be 
started from D2 and D3). The difference of the present application compared to 
D1 is the use of a flux to enhance the melting characteristics of the composition. 
The objective technical problem may therefore be formulated as to provide 
alternative semiconducting glaze compositions. Since the use of fluxes in 
semiconducUve glaze compositions Is well known in the state of the art (see also 
the cited passages of D4-D5). the subject matter of claim 1 Is not considered to be 
Inventive. 



